
From De Stijl to Dutch DeSign: canoniSing DeSign 2.0
 

annual Dutch Design history Society Symposium 
9 December 2016, 9:00 – 17:00 

De Tuinzaal, Centraal Museum Utrecht (entrance: Nicolaasdwarsstraat 14)

This one-day international symposium explores the workings and implications of design promotion 
and design canonisation processes. The symposium was initiated to critically reflect on the centennial 
celebration From Mondrian to Dutch Design in 2017: a year in which De Stijl is linked to contemporary 
design through numerous exhibitions and manifestations. The aim is to bring together different 
perspectives: academia, politics and economics, tourism, museums and designers. 

Today the process of design canonisation is no longer controlled by traditionally recognised authorities 
(museum curators, design historians, influential designers) but also shaped by a wide range of ‘non-
expert’ actors (the tourist industry, politicians, funding agencies). This dispersion of influence is increased 
further by digital and participatory social media technologies and platforms, which allow individuals to 
generate alternative canons that operate alongside ‘official’ or accepted ones. Yet – and paradoxically – 
this does not necessarily herald the end of established canons. Indeed, the ‘Dutch Design’ brand seems 
to become ever more established and entrenched. 

The symposium is structured in two parts. The morning session has an academic conference format, 
where international scholarly papers provide both historical contextualization and contemporary reflections 
on design canonisation. In the afternoon session, keynote speakers and designers from a wide range of 
disciplines will reflect upon current processes of design promotion from their own specific perspectives. 
The day will conclude with a plenary discussion. The aim of the symposium is to generate new 
knowledge about design promotion and design canonisation that is relevant to all actors involved.

Please note:
- Advance reservation and payment required at www.designgeschiedenis.avayo.nl/transactions/
- Entrance fee includes refreshments and lunch but not access to Centraal Museum
- Language: English
- Please remember to use the entrance Nicolaasdwarsstraat 14!

If you have any problems registering or for inquiries: designgnl@gmail.com

https://designgeschiedenis.avayo.nl/transactions/
mailto: designgnl@gmail.com


Programme: From De Stijl to Dutch Design: Canonising Design 2.0 

09:00 – 09:30 Registration with coffee and tea

Morning session 1: historical contextualization
09:30 – 09:40 Welcome, Frederike Huygen (independent researcher/Designgeschiedenis 

Nederland)
09:40 – 10:00 ‘Introduction: The Canonisation of Dutch design’ Joana Meroz (PhD candidate Design 

Cultures, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam/Designgeschiedenis Nederland)
10:00 – 10:20 ‘The Canonisation of Rietveld and De Stijl’, Ida van Zijl (former design curator Centraal 

Museum Utrecht)
10:20 – 10:40 ‘Curating Bauhaus Houses, 1923-2019’, Jeremy Aynsley (Professor of History of 

Design, Brighton University)
10:40 – 11:10  Discussion 

11:10 – 11:30 Break with coffee and tea

Morning session 2: contemporary reflections
11:30 – 11:50 ‘The Exploded Design Canon: Open Source Design Criticism in the 21st Century’  

Alice Twemlow (co-head Design Curating & Writing, Design Academy Eindhoven)
11:50 – 12:10 ‘The I Love SU T-shirt’, Cyril Tjahja (PhD candidate, Northumbria University) and 

Marlom Aguiar Guayacan (independent researcher, Colombia)
12:10 – 12:30 ‘Reading the Images in the Four Most Sold Graphic Design Histories: A Canon of 

Non-Professionals, Sex, and Other Mundane’, Gonçalo Falcão (Visiting Professor, 
Faculty of Architecture, University of Lisbon) and Rita Almendra (Assistant Professor, 
Faculty of Architecture, University of Lisbon)

12:30 – 13:00 Discussion

13:00 – 13:45 lunch

Afternoon session 1: perspectives on Dutch design promotion
13:45 – 13:50 Welcome, Timo de Rijk (director Stedelijk Museum ‘s-Hertogenbosch/

Designgeschiedenis Nederland)
13:50 – 14:10 The museum perspective: Anne de Haij (project manager Mondriaan 2017 Haags 

Gemeentemuseum)
14:10 – 14:30 The regional perspective: Tim Vermeulen (project manager involved with the 

Mondriaan-Dutch design year) 
14:30 – 14:50 The international perspective: Renilde Steeghs (Ambassador for International Cultural 

Cooperation, Dutch Government)
14:50 – 15:00 Discussion

15:00 – 15:30 Break with coffee and tea

Afternoon session 2: designers
15:30 – 15:50 Susana Cámara Leret, ThoughtCollider (design research)
15:50 – 16:10  Mario Minale, Studio Minale-Maeda (product design)
16:10 – 16:30 Laura M. Pana, MigrationLab (social design)
16:30 – 17:00 Discussion 


